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ABSTRACT. This paper describes the implementation of the Service-Learning project ”Water
you doing?”, carried out at Colegio Marista Champagnat in Salamanca (Spain). Embedded
within the European Erasmus+ GIRLS Project (Generation for Innovation, Resilience, Lead-
ership and Sustainability), this initiative aimed to raise awareness about the responsible use
of water and to foster empathy toward affected communities by insanity water, drawing in-
spiration from previous experiences and international collaborations. In this project, after an
initial session to motivate and train teachers, students from across the school conduct Physics
experiments with other pupils in different grades to help them understand the importance of
water from a scientific perspective. The paper outlines the activities carried out during Wa-
ter Week, the monitoring indicators, and the impact evaluation, highlighting the effectiveness
of awareness-raising actions and the importance of sustained efforts in promoting sustainable
habits.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT CONTEXT

Colegio Marista Champagnat de Salamanca [1], stablished in 1933, belongs to a long-standing
educational institution, founded in 1817. It is a Catholic school with a strong Marist educa-
tional tradition, which seeks to provide its students with a comprehensive education through an
updated pedagogical model and a firm commitment to values and society. It offers education
ranging from Kinder-garden to High School. It currently has a teaching community made up
of 86 teachers and 1136 students. All teachers and approximately 1000 students participated in
”Water you doing?” project.

"Water you doing?” is a Service-Learning (SL) initiative that represents an evolution and
integration of previous experiences, both local and international. After an initial session to
motivate and train teachers, students from across the school conduct experiments with other
pupils in different grades to help them understand the importance of water from a scientific
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perspective. The initial inspiration came from a meeting held in Mexico in June 2024 (Fig.
, where a valuable exchange took place with the Universidad Vasco de Quiroga [2] and other
GIRLS European project partners [3]. A particularly meaningful collaboration was established
with the Mexican association “Da una Esperanza de Vida” (Give a Hope for Life), which supports
kidney patients in Ciudad Hidalgo, in the state of Michoacén [4].
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FIGURE 1. This image captures two moments from the meeting between the European
Erasmus+ GIRLS project partners and the ” Give a Hope for Life” Association in Ciudad
Hidalgo, in the state of Michoacan, Mexico.

Additionally, the project builds on the results of a previous initiative at Colegio Maristas
during the 2022 2023 academic year, titled ”We Are Water”, which focused on the responsible
use of water and culminated in an open house (Fig. . That initiative proved effective, leading
to a measurable reduction in water consumption during its implementation.

The current project is also closely aligned with the school’s strategic plan, in which three of
its five strategic goals -student agency in learning, sustainability, and leadership- are directly
connected to the aims of the Erasmus+ GIRLS project. For its implementation and develop-
ment, the school worked in close collaboration with several internal teams, including Eco2social,
InnovaPlus (innovation and professional development), and the Social Action Team, whose ef-
forts directly support awareness campaigns and causes such as that of “Da una Esperanza de
Vida”.

This internal collaboration was further strengthened by the external support of the University
of Salamanca (USAL), which provided expert guidance and training in the scientific aspects of
the experiments carried out. This contribution was essential for the design and implementation
of the practical dimension of the project, which formed the core of the educational experience
led by the students.

The project’s objectives and theoretical foundation are outlined below, along with the imple-
mentation of the activities carried out during Water Week, as well as the results obtained and
their evaluation, and the conclusions drawn from the experience.

2. OBJECTIVES AND THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE PROJECT

The ”Water you doing?” project pursues several key objectives, all aligned with the promotion
of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6: Clean Water and Sanitation [5]. The main objectives
include:

Promoting the care and conservation of water resources.
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Jornada de puertas abiertas
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eco2social, Maristas Sonrie, me gusta mi cole, proyecto educativo,
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A lo largo del dia de hoy hemos tenido una jornada de puertas abiertas, donde varias familias se han acercado a conocer nuestro colegio y nuestro
proyecto educative. Durante la visita han podido recorrer nuestras aulas y pasillos que estdn ambientadas en torno al cuidado del agua. Gracias a
todas las familias que habéis compartido con nosotros esta jornada de puertas abiertas. jEsperamos veros pronto por nuestro colegio y nuestras aulas!

FIGURE 2. Some images from the Colegio Maristas during Water Week, where class-
rooms and hallways were decorated with water conservation themes. Project de-
veloped during the 2022 2023 academic year, titled "We Are Water” (https://
maristassalamanca.es/etiquetas_noticias/somos-agua/).

Encouraging students to adopt more sustainable water consumption habits.
Raising awareness about the responsible use of water and its vital importance.

Fostering empathy and engagement with the association “Da una Esperanza de Vida”,
by highlighting the human dimension of water access and the need for responsible usage.

persistence in cultivating sustainable, long-term behavioral change among students.

The initiative is based on the project-based learning methodology Service-Learning. As it
is known SL experiences allow students to engage in their community by developing helpful
activities, while increasing their motivation and acquiring skills and knowledge specific to their
studies [8]. Another methodological principle is active learning, as everyone involved, teachers
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relevance of this project lies in the recognition that, although awareness-raising actions
can be effective in the short term, their positive outcomes tend not to last unless education
around water use is ongoing and consistent [0, [7]. This underscores the need for patience and
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and students, will carry out water experiments. And, as mentioned before, students from dif-
ferent grades are responsible for presenting the experiences at other educational levels. In this
case, the SL methodology is provided by students to peers at different levels in the same school.

3. IMPLEMENTATION AND ACTIVITIES OF Water Week

The project was comprehensively implemented through the event Water Week, held in com-
memoration of World Water Day on March 22, 2025. This initiative actively involved the entire
educational community. The preparation phase was meticulous and included the organization of
student groups and a weekly calendar of structured activities. The key phases of implementation
included are detailed below (Fig. [3)).
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TEACHER TRAINING RESOURCE CREATION CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES INTERGENERATIONAL WATER CONSUMPTION
AND KNOWLEDGE EXPERIMENTATION CHALLENGE
DISSEMINATION

FIGURE 3. Diagram showing the phases for project implementation“Water you doing?”.

Teacher Training: Teachers participated in a special training session focused on aware-
ness, contextual understanding, and practical preparation for Water Week. During the
session, they experienced first-hand the scientific activities that students would later
carry out (Fig. @) A set of nine physics experiments was carefully prepared to help
the entire educational community understand the importance of water from a scientific
perspective (Fig. [5). Teachers were provided with a sheet with a detailed script for
each of the experiences (Fig. @ This training was led by the InnovaPlus team and,
specifically, by the teachers who represent the school in the European Erasmus+ GIRLS
Project in collaboration with the University of Salamanca.

Resource Creation: The school collaborated with the Eco2social team to create a pre-
sentation dynamic for the school’s morning reflection time, ” Amanecer Marista”, with a
focus on raising awareness for World Water Day.

Classroom Activities and Knowledge Dissemination: From March 17th to 21st, class-
rooms were transformed into learning laboratories. During Water Week, students -guided
by their tutors- engaged in scientific experiments and prepared presentations to share
with other student groups.

Intergenerational Experimentation: A central activity involved students from 5th grade
of Primary Education to 10th grade (4° E.S.O.) presenting a selected experiment, guided
by older or younger peers. These sessions brought together all educational stages, sharing
“science” across generations (Fig. @ The methodology promoted hands-on learning and
the development of key competences such as leadership, communication, public speaking,
and teamwork. In order to carry out the presentation of all experiments across the entire
school within a single hour, a carefully structured organizational model was implemented.
Considering that each year group in Primary and Secondary Education was divided into
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